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ANADROMOUS AND CATADRmlOUS FISH Cml~IITTEE

Chairman: MI' C.P. Ruggles
. Rapporteur: MI' A. V. Holden

The Committee held two meetings.

1. Thc Cllairman welcomed those attending and proposed that
at the first meeting thc three h'orking Group rcports and
all thcmc papers should bc discussed. At the second meeting,
following the election of 0. ncw Chairman, all other papers
submitted to the Comr.1ittee Kould be presented. All papers ~,-c-:-2

to be taken as rend, hence authors were asked to briefly
outline the main conclusions 01' findings of the research ta
allow more time for discussion. The Agenda Kas adopted.

2. Thirt)' papers were sub~itted to the Cornmittee of which three
had been referred to the Mariculture Committee. Six papers
had been referred to thc Anacat Committee fron other
Committecs. One (E:22) contained 0. recommendation on
the conduct, feasibilit)' and environment impact
studies prior to further Oncorhynchus introductions and
was discussed at the s~cond meeting of the Comnittee.

3. The Chairman of thc Working Group on North Atlantic Salmon
introduced the repart (N:lO) of a meeting of the Working
Group held in Charlottenlund in Na)' 1979, which updated
the work of the previous joint ICES/ICNAF h'orking Group. The
report confirmed much of the earlier information on age
structure and ~ex ratios in the Greenland stock, but provided
new information on thc proportions of fish of ~orth Ancrican
and European origin. Recent data from scale analysis
suggested that the North American ca:r.1ponent exceeded that
from Europe, but the total of all data available indicated
that thc proportions were approximatcly equal.There is
evidence that fish of European origin in Greenland "atcrs
are larger than those from ~orth America. The effects of this
fishery on horne ,vater fisheries had been examined in more
detail, with referencc to non-catch fishing martality,
natural mortality and the size difference of fish of
different origins.

4. The l\'orking Group had also cansidered thc cffect of the
extens ion of the Nonvegian fishery 1 imi ts to 200 rni les and
thc ban on long-l inc fishing on thc Norh'egi an Sea fishery.
In respect of horne waters fisherics, there hud bcen a general
increase in the proportion of grilse. The possible bio-'
logicnl ir.lplications of proposcd salmon fishery regulations
were di scussed and recollllilcnc13 tions made on i tens for future
research, including thc possiblc ncctI [01' thc Conmittcc to
establish a salmon scale exchange programme 01' \-:orkshop.
The Chairman askcd Dr Pippy (Canada) to assess the need
for a scalc reatIing workshop anti rcport back 1.0 thc
COJlunittce at the Ilext aIlIlllal mectillg.
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The Chairman of the Working (;roup recommended public:ltion
of the report in the Cooperative ncsearch Rcport serics,
and this was agreec.l by the Committec.

The Committce enc.lorsec.l the Working Group's recomI:1endation that
it shoulc.l hold a further meeting in 1980 to pursue further its
assessments of the status of the Xorth Atlantic salmon stocks.
It recognised that up-to-date scientific advice on thc status
of the stocks may be required in relation to thc possible
es tab 1 ishl1len t of a North Atlan t ic Sn Imon f.lanagcr.1cn t COn\"cn ti oa.

•

•

6. The Chai rman of the BaI tic Salmon lüjrking Group presentcd
his report" 6n a meeting held in Swedcn in April 1979.
The Polish section of the Baltic Sea trout tagging experiment
had taken place; but the Swedish part had to be postponcd. ,The
state of Baltie salmon stocks was discussed and a model
of the exploited stocks was.being developed. Transplantation
expcriments on sea trout involving transfer between Swcden,
Finland and Poland were planriea. The Working Group was to
meet during the Statutory,·Meeting in Warsm~· an~ report back
to the Committee on Friday afternoon.

7. The Chairman of the Joini ICBSjEIFAC Working Group on
Bels introduced his report ~n the meeting held in
Charlottenlund in Narch 1979. The rules and proccdurcs
for the Group had been dcsigncdto take account of the
differing methods of operation of the two Organisations.
The meeting llad discussed stock assessment, elvers, catching
methods. rcsource management and age determination. It
was noted particularly that catches are not alwaysreported,
and that the determination of age is still a diffieult
problem. The lVorking Group proposed that a further r:1eeting
should be held in Hamburg from 24-26 June 1980, and this
was agreed by the Committee •

8. The Administrative Report was agreed without amendment, but
the Chairman drew the attention of the Committcc to thc
absence, in most national rcports, of any refcrcnce to
actions taken in respcet of Council resolutions. Khile

, informa t ion on res earch activi ti es \WS val uab le, every nCr.',ber
eountry must ~tate whetllcr (01' not) action has becn taken
on resolutions passed by the Council.

9. Eight papers werc presentcd on the selccted theme of
factors nffecting the transformation and survival of
anadromous and ca tndromous fi sh spee~es associa ted \·;i th
the movcment bctwcen fresh and sea Kater,'cxcIuding the
cffects of fishcries. T\\'O discussed the various physical, physio­
logical and bellavioural parameters influencing parr-smolt
transformation.' One de~lt with faetors illflucneing survival
o f smo 1 ts re 1cas e<1 in to sal nJ a tel' an<1 another \\' i th a cOr.Jpa r i s on
of the migrator)' behaviour and <1istribution of hatchcry and
\;' i 1 <1 j U \' enil c s alm 0 n tl U l' i ng t hc i r t1 O\m s t re am Ja i gra t ion.
Thrce papers <1iseusscc.l the factors influcncing thc
<.!o\·JI1strcam migrations of salmon parI' and prccocious males
heforc their developmcllt as smolts, alld olle paper rcported
on the survival antI gro\Vth o[ 0+ coho'salmon aft,cr transfcr
to sen water enges.



•

- 3 -

10. Nr D.J. Piggins was clected Chairman.

11. Thc Chairman of the Baltic Salmon Working Group
presented recommendations concerning the sea trout experiments
involving Poland, Finland and Sweden and the location
and date for the ncxt meeting of the Working Group. After·
discussion, the recommendations were adopted.

12. Following arequest from the Chairman of the ACFN, it was
agreed that a new Working Group on Baltic Salmon Stock
Assessment should be formed to advise the ACFNon the
status ofBaltic salmon stocks. An appropriate
recommendation was drafted.

13. Concern was expressed for the interaction of Oncorhynchussp.
with Atlantic salmon and sea trout. The Committee endorsed ..
the recommendation contained in C.N. 1979/E:22 concerning the
conduct of feasibility and environmental impact studies
prior to any furthcr Oncorhynchus introduction.

14. After diseussion it was agreed that two special themes.
would be adopted for the 1980 meeting. These are:

1. The status of Pacific sa1mon in the North Atlantic area,
their interactions with native salmonids and plans for their
introduction ineluding their use in aquaculture.·

2. Estimates of fishing mortality, including non-eateh
fishing mortality, of Atlantic salmon and their value in.
managing sa1mon populations.

15. There being no further business; the Chairman thanked ~ ..
members for .their eooperation and support over the past
three years and elosed the meeting •

•
Publications

The fulI list of publieations wiilb~ given in Proe. Verb.

de la Reunion 1979.



Hcviscd

The AnatIromous anti CatatIromous Fish Committee
recommentIs that

1(1) the report of the l\'orking Group on North Atlantic

salmon be publishetI in the Cooperative Research

•

Report series etIitetI by its Chairman.



Revised

The Anatlrolllous anu CataJromous Fish Committee recol1lmends that:

II (1)

II (2)

f I ° f J '" k O 'p~\?1. ha urt lCr meetIng 0 - t le \'01' 'Ing -~~ 6n Nort

Atlantic Salmon should be held at leES headquarters

from 15-17 April 1980, to pursue further its evaluation of

the status of the North Atlantic salmon stocks.

the Baltic Salmon Working Group should hold its27th

meeting at a date and place to be agrecd Iater, in

order to revieH progress on the Baltic Sca trout t3gging
expcrimcnts and sen trout transfer.



Rc\' i sCtl

The J\nad rOlllous and Ca tat! rOlllous Fi sh Commi t tee
rCCOlllIDcnds, that

•

IIr (1) the Joint ICES/EIFAC ~orking Group on fels should

mcct in lIamburg 24-26 June 1980 with cmphasis on

rcviewing different hltcrnativc mcthods for

cstimating stock sizc and yield from cxploitcd European
cel stocks.

,-



IV (1)

1\'(2)

Rcviscd

Thc Anauromous anu C;-tt.;-turomous Fish Committcc l;ccommcnus

that:

thc joint Finnish-Polish-Swcuish expcrimcnt involving

the transfer of sea trout should bcgin in 1980

all countries conducting Atlnntic salmon tagging experiscnts

in the North Atlantic should pro\Tide the Greenlanu Fisheries
Investigation at Charlottenlund with appropriate

summaries of these experiments to alloh' this laboratory

to respond to requests for tagged fish information. ..-

from Greenland recaptures. In addition, countries

should report all direct tag returns from th~ Greenland

fishery to the Greenland Fisheries Investigation at

Charlottenlund.
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